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Possible Communist Plans for the 
December 16 Paris Session 


The dismay* produced by our postponement of the December 16 
Paris session and the Communist side 1 s stubborn refusal to agree 
to this proposal could well indicate that the other side had prepared 
some new move for this meeting. 

It is, for example, possible that Hanoi planned a token POW 
release to be announced on the 16th. This could explain why the 
North Vietnamese permitted American attorney Henry Aronson to 
come to Hanoi at this time. Aronson told Embassy Vientiane that 
there was a remote possibility that he might escort POW l s out of 
North Vietnam. He intends to return to Vientiane on December 17 
or 22. Thus, the timing would be right if he were involved in a 
POW release to coincide with the postponed December 16 session. 

There are also some signs that the Communist side might have 
planned to indicate that a "positive [U. S. ] response" to their 
recently reformulated "two main points" (of the "7 Point" proposal) 
would lead to a cease-fire, in addition to a POW release. In this 
way the other side could reply to our cease-fire proposal without 
actually changing their basic position that a general cease-fire 
must be preceded by the formation of a coalition government. If, 
in addition, the Communist side wanted to propose a new deadline, 
December 16 would have been a likely date. (The old deadline 
expires on December 31.) 

One cannot exclude the possibility that the Communists might 
take such initiatives on the 16th or the 23rd using the postponement 
of the regular sessions to dramatize their new move, which they 
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could announce in a special news conference. (The FRG 

to P hotd"T haS State< ! fte other side would not attempt 

ftat ae c 10n °° th ' > WMle we have rea l evidence 
that (he Gommumst side will take any of these initiatives, we 

should be prepared for such surprises. 
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